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Throughout the Gulf War of 1991, unprecedented restrictions on the media's access to the

battlefield kept the true story of that brief, brutal conflict from being told. Now, after two years of

intensive research, Rick Atkinson has written what will surely come to be recognized as the

definitive chronicle of the war.Crusade follows the unfolding battle from the first night to the final day,

providing vivid accounts of bombing runs and White House strategy sessions, fire-fights and bitter

inter-service conflicts. Weaving individual stories into the larger narrative, Atkinson represents the

allied campaign against Saddam Hussein as a wholly new kind of war, one that has transformed the

nature of modern warfare.
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13 years and two Administrations ago, the entire world watched as the first President Bush

marshaled a global coalition to confront Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein and gave him an ultimatum:

leave Kuwait by Jan. 15, 1991, or we'll force you out. Three months had passed since Iraq had

invaded its tiny but rich neighbor, claiming the Kuwaitis were slant-drilling into Iraqi oil fields just

across the border.In reality, as Rick Atkinson points out in Crusade: The Untold Story of the Persian

Gulf War, Saddam was strong-arming his way out of repaying loans made to Iraq by Kuwait and

other moderate Arab countries during his disastrous war with Iran. He may have also been angered

by OPEC's lowering of the price of crude oil, which reduced badly-needed hard currency for his

moribund economy. In a classic case of what novelist Tom Clancy calls "armed robbery writ large,"

Saddam followed Hitler's example of trumping up claims on a neighboring country, massing a huge



army on its borders, then invading.While Atkinson (The Thin Gray Line, An Army At Dawn) focuses

on the events of the war itself, he carefully explains the almost Byzantine turns of American foreign

policy toward Iraq. In the mid-1980s, Washington, worried that Iran would defeat Iraq, provided

Baghdad with limited intelligence assistance and looked the other way when other countries (such

as France, Brazil, and the USSR) sold Saddam sophisticated weapons. Only after the 1987 USS

Stark incident, when an Iraqi Mirage "accidentally" fired an Exocet missile at a U.S. frigate in the

Gulf and killed and injured several sailors, did U.S. policymakers start looking at Saddam as a

potential adversary.
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